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treat with greater authority on the other matters included in
his instructions, and serve not only to the glory and to the
mutual advantage of the two Courts, but also to their prompt
reunion. Yet, notwithstanding the insufficiency of the Cheva-
lier's authorisation, he will continue to be treated with distinc-
tion, and listened to with consideration, as being a person sent
to this country on the part of his Most Christian Majesty.3

i

In July, Douglas was accredited Charge1 d'Affaires
to the Court of Eussia, taking up Ms residence at the
Apraxin Palace, near the Summer Palace, D'Eon being
appointed Secretary of Legation, and entrusted with the
secret correspondence ; communicating with the Prince
de Conti, and with the Zing through Tercier, and still
the medium, of intercourse between the Empress and
Woronzoff on the one hand, and Louis XV. on the
other ; by which arrangement Douglas was enabled to
entertain - uninterrupted relations with Elizabeth and
Woronzoff on. subjects of a nature to be kept concealed
from Bestoujeff Eiumin.

As the Treaty of Subsidies, an acknowledged fact
between England and Eussia, was set at naught by
England's Neutrality Treaty with Prussia, so did Eliza-
beth cast the former to the winds, and in due course
unite herself to the French-Austrian alliance, in
spite of all that Catherine and Bestoujeff could do to
prevent such a thing. Frederick's sarcasms had no
more spared the Empress of Eussia and the Empress-
Queen than Madame de Pompadour, and the licentious
Elizabeth thought it worth her while to retaliate by
expressing her indignation at the King of Prussia's little
concern in matters of religion. ' He does not believe
in God ! He never goes to Church ! There is nothing

1 Copies   of French Correspondence in Russia  Correspondence, Public.
Hecord Office.ondence) Public Record Office.
